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EDITORIAL 
By Alberto Azzoni 

 
Summer is over and the 
first autumn mist embraces 
our rivers, creating a soft 
atmosphere while the 
colours of nature become 
warmer with shades of red; 
it may seem like a 
romantic idea but I find that 
the wood of our rods with 
their gentle movements 
match the pale light of this 
magical season. 
 Thatôs why I am 
particularly happy that the 
first edition of the Bamboo 
Journal takes shape in this 
period.  
A few days ago, I received 
an e-mail form the IBRA 
President Gabriele Gori 
regarding the unbelievable 
development that the 
European Bamboo 
community is living since 
they discovered that they 
actually exist; this growth 
is witnessed by the 
number of rodmakers that 
grows every month thanks 
also to the IBRA 
rodmaking classes and 
above all to those two o 
three friends that surely 
every ñexpertò Rodmaker 
has in his shop every 
evening ï a less official 
school but non the less 
efficient. 
And what about the great 
success of the First 
European Gathering which 
was held in Sansepolcro 
that was host to a great 
number of participants and 
contents and of the signs 
of an imminent 
international 
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was held in Sansepolcro that 
was host to a great number of 
participants and contents and 
of the signs of an imminent 
international spreading that 
would lead to the upcoming 
French Gathering in Miramas 
between the 15 and 16 of 
November (I hope that lots of 
you will be there) and the 
European gathering which 
will take place next autumn in 
Sarnen, Switzerland? 
Well there is a feeling of great 
ferment and expansion; 
should we fear that our 
Chinese friends from the Sui 
valley will not be able to 
satisfy our growing needs 
with resorting to transgenic 
alchemy?!   
As was promised this 
summer in Sansepolcro we 
are pleased to publish Issue 
N. 1 of the Bamboo Journal, 
which is rich in contents by 
the first willing writers who 
have accepted to spread their 
knowledge ï fruit of all their 
research, experiments and 
experiences - to us all.  
In this issue, apart from a 
report of the First European 
gathering from a Swiss point 
of view by P. Sicher, you will 
find technical articles by A. 
Poratelli and G. Gori that 
illustrate the latest (final?) 
results of their work on 
Bamboo Ferrules which are 
simple to make and 
attractive; they cannot leave 
you indifferent. Then the 
equally simple and ingenious 
varnishing technique by P. 
Agostini and the magnificent 
PF for quads made by L. 
Oltolini.   
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attractive; they cannot leave you 
indifferent. Then the equally simple and 
ingenious varnishing technique by           
P. Agostini and C. Diacon and the 
magnificent PF for quads made by             
L. Oltolini.  
Finally to help us overcome our inferiority 
complex against the American big names, 
there are three articles on European 
Rodmaking and not only from a technical 
point of view. In the first one R. Natali tells 
us about the CC de France ï one of the 
historical English rods; the second one by 
S. Brunelli describes the original creations 
of Bjarne Fries who plays a very important  

role in our horizon and finally I have tried to 
transmit to you the emotions which derived 
from my brief but unforgettable meeting with 
W. Brunner. I wish you pleasant reading 
and I invite you to send me articles you feel 
would be of interest to the Rodmaking 
community; the newsletter would like to 
voice all your ideas. Naturally criticisms and 
suggestions will be taken into consideration 
so please do not hesitate to voice your 
views. 
 
  
Send your e-mails to: editor@rodmakers.it   
 
 

 

mailto:editor@rodmakers.it
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EURO 08 é. or  BELLA ITALIA 
by Philipp Sicher e Jaroslaw Vecko 
 
 
It was a perfect game ï a team full of ideas, no 
fouls and some fantastic goals! We are not 
speaking about the Euro 08 in football, we speak 
about the Organisation of the ñ1. European 
Rodmakers Gatheringò in Sansepolcro, Italy. It was 
the IBRA (Italian Bamboo Rodmakers Association) 
planning and organizing ï after the 1. Swiss 
Gathering in Sarnen in 2006 and the 1. German 
Gathering in Waischenfeld in 2007- this important 
event  with much confidence and commitment at 
the end of May this year. 
 
More than hundred enthusiastic participants,  
rodmakers, family members and friends from all 
over the world ï Brazil, South Africa, USA, and 
most parts of Europe ï came their long way down 
to Tuscany in Italy to see, whatôs new in the world 
of Bamboo Rodmaking. 
 
But letôs start at the roots ï this may be in the 
history of rodmaking or at our grass Arundinaria 
(new Pseudosasa) amabilis. Hoagy B. Carmichael 
told in an amusing story about his time in meetings 
with Everett Garrison in the Seventies and what a 
big effort it was to complete the film and finally ñthe 
Bookò. 
 

 
 
Gabriele Gori and Hoagy Carmichael 

 
He awakened much interest and enthusiasm 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
also with the brought original rods and tools of 
Garrison. One of these pieces of jewelry. ï a 
micrometer - he gave as present to the IBRA.  
 

  
 
Garrisonôs own micrometer! 

 
A lot of important facts on Arundinaria amabilis, or 
the experience on trade with China, 
misunderstandings and related problems, were 
reported by Andy Royer.  
 

 
 
Andy Royer 

 
Technical and theoretical knowledge of high 
quality by using computer programs was 
presented by Larry Tusoni (USA)-ñRodDNAò 
program, the version 1.3 -  and after him 
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Larry Tusoni 

 
by Nils Kulle from Sweden speaking about his 
experience with the program ñArc-Taperò.  
 

 
 
Nils Kulle 

 
A speciality, namely the manufacturing of a 
precisely planning form in wood for quad-rods, was 
explained in detail by Marzio Giglio from Italy. 
 
An interesting presentation was shown by Philipp 
Sicher, Switzerland, and Christian Strixner, 
Germany. In a team work they demonstrated the 
effects on the action of a rod by different types of 
hollow building. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
Marzio Giglio 

 
On the base of the taper of a Garrison 209E they 
presented the system ñhollow flutingò built by 
Winston, the ç Magic Starò, the principle of Sgurd 
Vangen and the "scalloping" procedure as Powell 
did, compared with a identical conventional solid 
built rod. But what a lucky coincidence! Hoagy 
Carmichael had precisely this Rod of Everett 
Garrison brought to Italy. The direct comparison 
with ñthe Originalò was exciting! 
Some conclusions: 

�Ÿ Long rods produce more saving of weight 

�Ÿ The area of the ferrules and grip has to be 
build solid 

�Ÿ Glue, if carefully applied, is no problem in the 
hollowed part 

�Ÿ The action of the rod is changed ï try out!! 

�Ÿ Weight saving is significant (fluting 15,5% - 
Magic Star 12,2% - scalloping 7,2% less than 
solid) 

�Ÿ The interpretations of the influence on the 
action varies from rodmaker to rodmaker 
(faster ï slower é) 

 
In different forums or books we can find very 
different interpretations. Most of them tend to say 
that rods have a loss of stiffness which can be 
(has to be) compensated   by adjusting the taper 
by 3 ï 5%.   
But the rods are build, stand ready for casting  é 
take them é cast them é tell your opinion! 
 
 


